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It is an exciting time to begin a new academic year here in the Washington County
School District. We are still one of the fastest growing districts in the state and we are
continuing to meet our challenges of providing quality educational experiences.
We have nearly twenty five thousand
students ready to begin classes and we are
pleased to have enough teachers to fill the
available positions.
In our District, we accept the opportunity

to embrace standards-based expectations and
to employ a strategy based on Professional
Learning Communities. Each school has
teams of faculty members from collaborative groups to focus on student learning
rather than having the typical focus on
teaching strategies. We have observed fantastic successes in these endeavors and look
forward to longitudinal successes. Our aim
is to have every student engaged in the
learning process. -Max Rose
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STUDENT INFORMATION SYSTEM -- SIS 2000 This year the District is continuing use of the SIS 2000 Student
Information System. Using the web, parents and students have access to attendance, grades and lunch balances. Your child's school
should be sending home log-on information when school starts. To use the system log-on at
http://sis.washk12.org and for help please check the “Quick Links” on the District home page web site
at http://www.washk12.org. If for some reason log-on information is not received from your child’s
school please contact the District Technology Office directly.
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SCHOOL BUS INFORMATION 2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR
School bus safety is a question very often taken
for granted. Do you wonder how many parents understand the safety rules of the school bus? How
much thought is given to the safety of children on
school buses? What qualifications do the bus drivers have?
Washington County School District strives to be
the best in the business. The training for bus drivers
is extensive. This is necessary to keep the children
in Washington County as safe as possible. We know
you share our concern for the safety of the students
that ride our buses. This is why we only hire State
certified, highly skilled drivers.
We have five outstanding State instructors that provide
the required training and monitoring. Our Transportation
Department employs approximately 140 employees that
take 56 hours of extensive training before driving students
in a school bus. All drivers are drug tested and must pass
pre-employment drug and alcohol testing. They are subject to random, post-accident, and reasonable suspicion
drug and alcohol tests while employed. Drivers must pass
a Bureau of Criminal Investigation background check and
on-going license checks. Drivers must have a Class B
license with passenger and school bus endorsements,
carry a valid medical certificate and are monitored
closely. State certification must be renewed each year and
requires many hours of annual retraining with an annual
in-service. We need qualified individuals to drive school
buses and offer most of the training at no charge.

impress upon your child the importance of following bus
safety rules and to obey the bus driver at all times. Staying in his/her seat at all times is a must for a safe ride to
and from school.

For several years the District’s school bus instructors along with other school bus drivers have been
going into the schools to educate students on school
bus safety. They start when the children are young,
which enables the children to carry the skills with
them as they grow.
Here are some safety tips for the children, parents, and driving public. With everyone’s help, our
most precious resource can be protected from accidents on or near their school bus.
- Launi Schmutz

Our Administration and School Board have made several changes in policy to help with recruitment and retention of school bus drivers. We are working to ensure a
bully free, safe environment for students on the bus. We
want to enlist your help as parents. Encourage your child
to communicate with his/her bus driver or administrator if
they don’t feel safe on the school bus. We ask that you

BUS SAFETY RULES

Always stay out of the Danger
zone!
When walking to the bus stop or to
school:
• Cross streets at the corner
• Use crosswalks whenever possible
• Obey traffic signals

• Look both ways before crossing
the street by using the “look
left, look right then left again”
approach
• Stay on the sidewalk (show
your children where to walk and
where to stand. It may be necessary to explain to younger children what the sidewalk, curb
and street is.)
Continue Pg. 3
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While riding the bus:
• Follow all bus drivers’ directions immediately.
• Stay seated at all times leaving
the aisle clear.
• Remain quiet and in assigned
seat while on the school bus.
• Keep hands, feet, and objects to
yourself.
• Respect others by using appropriate language at all times.
For the safety of all
students, the rules need to be enforced. If our drivers need to contact you, the following are our
driver procedures:
First Student Notice:
The driver talks to the student and
the parent/guardian. A referral is
issued and given to the principal
and transportation supervisor. A

copy of the referral will be mailed
to the parent through the transportation office.
Second Notice: The driver talks to
the student and the parent/
guardian asking the parent to sign
the conduct slip and return it to the
driver. The driver then sends the
signed slip to the principal and
transportation supervisor.
Third Notice: Together the driver
and principal will contact the
parents/guardian. If agreed, the
student’s bus privileges will be
revoked. If an agreement is not
reached, a meeting involving parents, student, principal and the
driver is required within five
working days. The principal will
notify the District Transportation
Supervisor of the final decision.

JULY 2007
mode of ground transportation. It
is 8 times safer than the family car.
Indeed, school buses are the only
transportation mode which have
been reducing accidents, injuries
and fatalities while increasing the
number of vehicles, miles and
passengers annually. But ultimately, it is school bus drivers
who hold the lives of school children in their most capable hands.
They drive because they like children, and want to be a part of their
lives.
Please check our web
page at http://www.washk12.org to
see where and when your student
catches the school bus. In our
transportation section, you can
reference specific policy on student rules and regulations, student
eligibility, and many more safety
suggestions.

The facts are that the big
yellow school bus is the safest

-Launi Schmutz

FOUNDATION FOR STUDENTS IS BRIDGING THE GAP
The Foundation for Students of Washington County has kicked off a campaign to help
Washington County students receive a world-class education. This year the Foundation has set a
goal to raise $1,000,000 to benefit the students in our School District. As you are aware, public
school funding is spread much too thin for a county whose growth is moving a good deal faster
than buildings can be built. Programs have been severely or completely cut. The music and arts
programs have been terminated entirely. Leveled reading books and take home books are needed
in many of the schools. Our goal this year, and in the future, is to raise enough funds to create an
endowment that could generate a good source of interest to fund music, arts, and other programs in our District.
We look to you, the community, in helping this goal to be attained. The education our children and grandchildren are to receive depend largely upon us and the community we live in. We need to promote the learning and
understanding of what we value. It is our responsibility to assist them in making sure they do have an education that
will make a difference in their lives. We hope to bridge the gap where public funds have run dry by providing our
future leaders with the necessary skills needed in their upcoming lives.
We know that education is the major foundation for the future strength of this country. Education is more
important than developing the best industrial system or the strongest military force, perhaps because education is the
cornerstone of both. Without an education, neither could be possible.
The focus of this year’s effort is the Fine Arts programs in the schools. Studies published in the Journal of
Research in Music Education report that elementary school students who participate in music programs score higher
in reading, mathematics, language and overall achievement tests. Reports have been concluded from The College
Board indicating students who study the arts in high school earn higher S.A.T. scores. -Continued Pg. 4
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The National Arts Education Center reports that students who participate in studio art courses improve
their writing and vocabulary skills. All of these findings emphasize the value of the arts in positively shaping the
lives of all people.
Marcel Proust wrote: “Only through the arts and music can we emerge from ourselves and know what another person sees.” We see and feel their passion, their potential, and are enlightened and inspired by their talents.
We want to thank the educators in the School District who make music education an essential part of their
curriculum without any compensation. They are truly devoted to what they believe their students should be taught
and we applaud them for their persistence and dedication. While improving test scores and building successful students is important, we must continue to find the funding for those programs that enhance learning, not only for what
it teaches the students, but for what it teaches us about the world we live in.
For more information about ways you can contribute to the Foundation for Students of Washington County,
contact Pam Graf at pgraf@wash.k12.ut.us or call 673-3553 ext. 223.
-Pam Graf

Graduation Requirements
2007 - 2008

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR GRADUATION CLASS AFTER 2006
1. Must Pass Computer Technology
0.5 Credit
2. Must pass Government & Citizenship
0.5 Credit
3. Must pass the Basic Skills Competency Test (BSCT)
Utah Code Section 53A-1-611(2)(b) provides, “A student must pass the
basic skills competency test, in addition to the established requirement
of the state and local board of education of the district in which the student attends school, in order to receive a basic high school diplomas of
graduation.” The law also provides in Section 53A-1-611(2)(d), “A student
who fails to pass all components of the test may not receive a basic high school
diplomas but may receive a certificate of completion or alternative completion diploma
under rules made by the State Board of Education…..” For further clarification of the
Utah State Board of Education Rule, please refer to Utah Administrative Code R277-7-54.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR GRADUATION CLASS OF 2008
1. Must pass Financial Literacy
0.5 Credit

The Utah State Office of Education has published minimum core education standards. Using this document
as a basis for adopting its curriculum policies for graduation, the Washington County School Board has adopted the
following requirements:
Continued pg. 5
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MIDDLE SCHOOL EDUCATION
REQUIRED/RECOMMENDED COURSES - GRADES 7-8
TOTAL CREDITS NEEDED: 12

Students and parents should consult with their school counselor regarding which specific courses are required and those which
will fill the various subject requirements. Formal assessment of student mastery of the core courses will occur at the completion
of each term in each core subject.
GRADE 9-12 GRADUATION CREDIT CLARIFICATIONS
•

For a student to receive a diploma from high school in the Washington County School District he/she must have been
enrolled in the school for a minimum of (1) quarter immediately prior to graduation.
•
In Utah’s public schools, a high school diploma shall be granted to a student who has met the State Board of Education
requirements, passed the Basic Skills Competency Test and met any additional requirements of the local school district.
•
To earn a diploma in the Washington County School District, students must pass the Utah State Basic Skills Competency Test (UBSCT) or have three documented attempts, in addition to meeting all other graduation requirements.
Students who do not pass the UBSCT, but make three unsuccessful attempts, will receive a diploma which will indicate
that he/she has not passed the UBSCT.
•
A student must have met all graduation requirements in order to participate in the graduation ceremony.
•
If graduation requirements are modified for a student with a disability as per an Individualized Education Plan (IEP),
the student will receive a diploma if the modified requirements are met. Students under an IEP may also participate in
graduation ceremonies.
Students who do not qualify for a Diploma may receive a Certificate of Completion, which will specify the basic requirements
completed toward graduation from high school. Should the students complete all of the other necessary requirements for graduation within one year of issuance of the Certificate of Completion, a high school graduation diploma may be received.
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
GRADES 9-12
● 8-PERIOD BLOCK SCHEDULE ●
TOTAL CREDITS NEEDED: 28 (Updated 2007)
* A student must take a minimum of 3 credits of
math and 3 credits of science from the approved list
course offerings. A student may also take an additional credit of math or science from the approved
list.
** Every senior will take American Government/
Law as part of the Social Studies requirement.
A minimum of four (4) solid or academic courses
must be taken during each semester of high school
attendance. A solid or academic course is defined as
one where there are regular reading, homework and
written tests required.
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DIXIE LITERACY COUNCIL
The Dixie Literacy Council and Washington County School District have joined together for the second year to promote the power
of reading in Washington County. The mission of the council is to
unify the community by promoting the power of reading together as
families, as friends, as classmates, and as a community. The focus is
to raise reading awareness and the need for reading material in local
schools and libraries.
This year, the council is featuring the works of Lyman Hafen.
Lyman was born and raised in St. George and has a deep love for
the area he knows so well. He writes in such a way that the reader
can easily be transported to another place and time. He is the author
of nine books and numerous articles about the people and landscape
in southwestern Utah and northwestern Arizona.
The books selected for reading this year are:
• In the Shade of the Cottonwoods
• On the Edge of Memory
• In the Midst of Winter
• Far From Cactus Flat
• Flood Street to Fenway - The Bruce Hurst Story
Our local elementary school children have already begun reading
as they have participated in a summer reading program. The Dixie
Reads committee retained sponsors to purchase 6,000 blue book
bags for children to carry their books to and from their school during the summer reading checkout hours. The St. George RoadRunners ball team has partnered with us, and made arrangements to
have a Roadrunner ball player read Michael Jordan’s Book of
Golden Rules to the children at each elementary school. The children are also invited to enter a drawing for a chance to represent
their school by throwing the first pitch at the Dixie Reads Night
baseball game on August 21, at Bruce Hurst Field. Ed Larson, Assistant General Manager, has been awarding some of the children
with 2 free tickets to any home game. KCSG TV anchormen and
women were on-hand to read to the children as well. All in all, this
year’s summer reading program has been a huge success.

way to the World Series with the Boston Red Sox and all but won it
in 1986. The entire community of St. George had their eyes on the
television during that World Series. The book has been reprinted
with 25 new pages updating Bruce’s life. It will be available for
purchase at Little Professor Bookstore.
The Dixie Literacy Council and School District representatives
were able to meet with the St. George Chamber of Commerce to
share an outline of the events taking place with our project this year.
Bruce Hurst and Lyman Hafen both attended and spoke in support
of the project. They shared how important reading is and what richness it adds to everyone’s life.
One of many literacy events promoting activity for the community is the “Pass it Forward” program. Lyman’s books will be placed
in various businesses throughout the community. Patrons may take
the book and read it, and when finished, are asked to “Pass it Forward” to neighbors and friends.
Area book clubs will be joining together for a “Meet the Author
Night,” October 3, 2007 at the School District Office. Discussion
will be on Hafen’s latest book, Far From Cactus Flat. Our event
closes this year with the St. George Book Festival to be held on
October 27, 2007 at the Town Square.
The Dixie Literacy Council invites you to participate in this
community wide program and share in the excitement of reading. If
you have any questions regarding this program, please visit our
website www.washk12.org or call Pam at 673-3553 ext 223.

Next month, students in the elementary and intermediate schools
will be reading In the Midst of Winter, In the Shade of the Cottonwood, and On the Edge of Memory. Middle school and high school
students will read Flood Street to Fenway, On the Edge of Memory,
and Far From Cactus Flat.
We are awaiting arrival of the new publication of Flood Street to
Fenway - the Story of Bruce Hurst. Bruce Hurst was raised in
southern Utah, excelled in sports, and went on to become one of the
greatest left-handed pitchers in the major leagues. He pitched his

Photo -Sharon May
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PANDEMIC FLU PLANNING
Here are some simple measures we can
take to be ready for a pandemic flu. These
are guidelines from the CDC. These same
preparations could help you in any number
of disasters that could come in our future.
Regret won’t take care of your family in
time of need! DO IT NOW!
-Shanna Christ, RN

PANDEMIC FLU PLANNING
CHECKLIST FOR INDIVIDUALS & FAMILIES
You can prepare for an influenza pandemic now. You should
know both the magnitude of what
can happen during a pandemic
outbreak and what actions you can
take to help lesson the impact of
an influenza pandemic on you and
your family. This checklist will
help you gather the information
and resources you may need in
case of a flu pandemic.
1. TO PLAN FOR A PANDEMIC:
• Store a two-week supply of water and
food. During a pandemic, if you cannot
get to a store, or if stores are out of supplies, it will be important for you to have
extra supplies on hand. This can be
useful in other types of emergencies,
such as power outages and disasters.
• Ask your doctor and insurance
company if you can get an extra
supply of your regular prescription drugs.
• Have nonprescription drugs and
other health supplies on hand,
including pain relievers, stom-

ach remedies, cough and cold
medicines, fluids and electrolytes, and vitamins.
• Talk with family members and
loved ones about how they
would be cared for if they got
sick, or what will be needed to
care for them in your home.
• Volunteer with local groups to prepare
and assist with emergency response.
• Get involved in your community as it works to prepare for
an influenza pandemic.
2. TO LIMIT THE SPREAD
OF GERMS AND PREVENT
INFECTION:
• Teach your children to wash
hands frequently with soap and
water, and model the current
behavior.
• Teach your children to cover
coughs and sneezes with tissues, and be sure to model that
behavior.
• Teach your children to stay
away from others as much as
possible if they are sick. Stay
home from work and school if
sick.

3. EXAMPLES OF
ITEMS TO HAVE
ON HAND FOR AN
EXTENDED STAY
AT HOME:
-www.pandemicflu.gov
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WASHINGTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT SAFE SCHOOLS POLICY
Since its creation almost 11 years ago, our schools have worked
to fairly and consistently apply the State Safe Schools Law. Much of
the effort has been directed toward helping students understand that
their continued enrollment in school may be jeopardized if he/she
chooses to engage in certain behaviors.
The policy describes situations that may (or will) lead to a student
being suspended or expelled from school. Suspension is defined as
the temporary removal of a student from school for up to 10 days. A
suspended student has the opportunity to make-up missed assignments, tests, etc. (when feasible). Expulsion is defined as the re- 2.
moval of a student for more than 10 days, up to one year. The responsibility for providing an education for an expelled student lies
with the parent.
A student may be suspended or expelled from school for any of the
following reasons:
1.

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

9.

Frequent or flagrant willful disobedience, defiance of
proper authority or disruptive behavior, including the
use of foul, profane, vulgar, or abusive language;
Willful destruction or defacing of school property;
Behavior or threatened behavior which poses an
immediate and significant threat to the welfare,
safety, or morals of other students or school personnel or to the operation of the school, including bullying, emotional, physical, or sexual harassment;
Possession or use of pornographic material;
Possession, control, or use of an alcoholic beverage;
Possession, control, or use of tobacco;
Behavior which threatens harm or does harm to the
school or school property, to a person associated with
the school, or property associated with any such
person, regardless of where it occurs.
Because of identification and association with gangs,
the following will not be permitted on school campuses or at school activities: bandannas or any article
of clothing bearing gang symbols, names, initials,
insignia, or anything else that signals gang affiliation.
When a school official determines that time is needed
to establish further facts of an act or series of acts of
disobedience and misconduct disruptive to the
learning process which may lead to suspension or
expulsion from school.

• the actual or threatened use of a look alike
weapon with intent to intimidate another
person or to disrupt normal school activities;
• the sale, control, or distribution of a drug or
controlled substance;
• the sale, control, or distribution of an imitation controlled substance;
• the sale, control, or distribution of drug
paraphernalia.
The commission of an act involving the use of force
or threatened force, which, if committed by an adult
would be a felony or class A misdemeanor.
• A student who commits a violation involving a real or look alike weapon, explosive,
or flammable material shall be expelled from
school for a period of not less than one year
(subject to certain conditions).
A student may be denied admission to school on the basis
of having been expelled from that or any other school
during the preceding 12 months.

During the period of expulsion it is the parent’s responsibility to
ensure that the student’s education continues. Among other options
the Washington County School District offers an alternative education for expelled students. A student may be permitted to enroll in
the FOCUS Center which is a home work program housed at Millcreek High School. FOCUS Center students have a set appointment
each week to turn in work, take tests, receive tutoring, and pick-up
the next homework packet. A student can earn up to 2 credits per
quarter. There is a $75.00 materials fee ($25 may be refunded if
materials are returned in good condition).
The District Safe Schools policy can been found on the Washington
County School District
website: http://www.washk12.org. Go to Policy Index, then click on
2110 Safe Schools Policy. You can also receive a copy by contacting your school.

A student shall be suspended or expelled from school for any of the
following reasons:
1.

possession, control, or actual or threatened use of a
real weapon, explosive, or noxious or flammable
material;
• possession, control, or actual or threatened
use of a real weapon, explosive, or noxious
or flammable material;
Photo - Cody Plumhof
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SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM
Hurricane High. Lunch is available in all
the mentioned schools. Breakfast is available in all elementary schools and in eight
secondary schools.

School Nutrition Programs are available
in the following elementary, middle and
high schools. Arrowhead, Bloomington
Hills, Bloomington, Coral Canyon, Coral
Cliffs, Diamond Valley, Dixie Downs, East,
Enterprise, Horizon, Hurricane, LaVerkin,
Little Valley, Panorama, Red Mountain,
Riverside, Sandstone, Santa Clara, Sunset,
Three Falls, Washington, West, Desert Hills,
Lava Ridge, Fossil Ridge, Tonaquint, Hurricane Intermediate, Hurricane Middle, Pine
View Middle, Snow Canyon Middle, Dixie
Middle, Dixie High, Enterprise High and

The Child Nutrition Program has 145
Food Service employees that meet the needs
of your children every day. Over 11,000
meals are served daily. Parents are concerned about the foods their children eat.
We, in the Child Nutrition Program, are also
concerned and go to great lengths to provide
your child with the best food available. Our
menus are based on their nutrient value to
meet the USDA guideline for each menu of
30% calories from fat & 10% calories from
saturated fat. Menus rotate on a four-week
cycle. Some menus are changed throughout
the year to meet the student’s preference and
various foods received from commodities.
The students also have many choices avail-

able to them. Secondary schools have a
variety of entrée choices to choose from.
Each school has multiple side dishes to
complement each entrée. The student is
asked to take the entrée plus one or more
side dishes to complete a meal. Milk is also
available every day as a choice, plus a full
salad bar is in all schools with a variety of
fresh vegetables, fresh and canned fruit.
Every day the student can choose as much,
or as little as they want from the salad bar as
long as they eat what they chose.
The Meal Benefit Program is available to
all households. This program is for any
household who qualifies within an earning
guideline per household size formula. Your
children may qualify for free or reduced
price meals if your household income falls
within the limits on this chart.

The Meal rates for the program are as follows:
A meal benefit form is available from the Child Nutrition Office located at 811 E. Brigham Rd, St. George or from your child’s
school. You need only to submit one application per household.
Once, the application is received by the Child Nutrition Office, it
takes two to ten days for processing. The parent or guardian is
notified by letter of eligibility for free or reduced priced meals.
Information given is kept confidential. If your household was on
the program during the prior school year, your student’s status
would stay the same for the first 30 calendar days of school. If a
new application is not submitted within the 30-day grace period,
the student will be removed from the program.

Student meals
Lunch
Secondary
Elementary

Paid
Paid

Breakfast
Paid
$.80

Reduced $.30

$2.25
$1.50

Reduced $.40
Reduced $.40

Adults
Lunch
$3.00
Breakfast $1.25
We have a no charge policy within the District. You can
prepay at your child’s individual school.
If you have any questions about the program contact the
Child Nutrition Office (435) 674-6490.
In accordance with federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability.
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 7205964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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IMPROVING SKILLS WITH
REMEDIATION
In order to prepare students to
meet the core standards for high
school, remediation classes are required for 7th and 8th grade students
that do not meet competency levels
in English, Mathematics, Science, or
Social Studies. Participation in the
program is mandatory for those students who fail to meet the competency levels based on classroom
performance. Students who require
remediation may not be advanced to
the following class in subject sequences until they have met the required competency level for the
subject or completed the required
remediation program.
In compliance with Senate Bill
No. 19 at grades 7-8, the district
developed a program of remediation
for students who do not meet the
expected level of achievement in the
required English, Mathematics, Science and Social studies classes.
These students are referred to a
remediation class, which may be
scheduled outside of the regular
school day. During the remediation
class, students are provided with
assistance to overcome their deficiencies. Students are only required
to attend the class until such time as
the class competency requirements
have been fulfilled.
The high school graduation requirements for students in grades 912 in the Washington County School
District are such that the law is being fulfilled through the normal
process of meeting graduation requirements.
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WASHINGTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT F E R P A NOTICE
IMPORTANT STUDENT AND PARENT RIGHTS
FERPA NOTIFICATION
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
and District Policy 3260 affords parents and students over 18
years of age ("eligible students") certain rights with respect to
the student's education records. These rights are:
1) The right to inspect and review the student's education
records within 45 days of the day the School receives a
request for access. Parents or eligible students should submit
to the School principal or assistant principal a written request
that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect. The School
official will make arrangements for access and notify the
parent or eligible student of the time and place where the
records may be inspected.
2) The right to request the amendment of the student's
education records that the parent or eligible student believes
is inaccurate or misleading. Parents or eligible students may
ask the School to amend a record that they believe is
inaccurate or misleading. Such requests should be in writing
and addressed to the school principal or assistant principal. It
must clearly identify the part of the record they want changed,
and specify why it is inaccurate or misleading. If the School
decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent
or eligible student, the School will notify the parent or eligible
student of the decision and advise them of their right to a
hearing regarding the request for amendment. Additional
information regarding the hearing procedures will be provided
to the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a
hearing.
3) The right to consent to disclosures of personally
identifiable information contained in the student's education
records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes
disclosure without consent. The following information my
be disclosed without consent:
a) Directory Information: The following information is
designated as student Directory Information: Student’s name,
address (to include internet address), phone number, date of
birth, grade level, extracurricular participation, awards or
honors, photograph, video or digital images, height and
weight (if a member of an athletic team), previous school

	


attended, dates of attendance, and parent’s name. “Directory
Information” may be disclosed without prior written consent.
The District will also routinely disclose names, addresses, and
telephone numbers to military recruiters. Parents or eligible
students will have two weeks from the beginning of the
school year or date a student enrolls to advise the school
district, in writing, of any and all items they refuse to permit
the district to designate as directory information for the
balance of the school year.
b) School Officials: School officials with legitimate
educational interests may also have access to records. A
school official is a person employed by the School as an
administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member
such as a bus driver (including health or medical staff and law
enforcement unit personnel); a person serving on the School
Board; a person or company with whom the School has
contracted to perform a special task (such as an attorney,
auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or a parent or
student serving on an official committee, such as a
disciplinary or grievance committee, or assisting another
school official in performing his or her tasks. A school official
has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to
review an education record in order to fulfill his or her
professional responsibility.
c) Other Schools: The School may disclose education
records without consent to officials of another school district in
which a student seeks or intends to enroll.
4) The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department
of Education concerning alleged failures by the School to
comply with the requirements of FERPA.
The name and address of the Office that administers
FERPA are:
Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4605
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PPRA NOTICE AND CONSENT
WASHINGTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
PPRA Notice and Consent/
Opt-Out for Specific Activities
The Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA), 20
U.S.C. § 1232h, requires the Washington County School
District to notify you and obtain consent or allow you to
opt your child out of participating in certain school activities. These activities include a student survey, analysis, or
evaluation that concerns one or more of the following
eight areas (“protected information surveys”):
1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student
or student’s parent;
2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or student’s family;
3. Sex behavior or attitudes;
4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior;
5. Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents have close family relationships;

6. Legally recognized privileged relationships,
such as with lawyers, doctors, or ministers;
7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of
the student or parents; or
8. Income, other than as required by law to determine program eligibility.
This requirement also applies to the collection, disclosure
or use of student information for marketing purposes
(“marketing surveys”), and certain physical exams and
screenings.
The Washington County School District will provide parents, within a reasonable period of time prior to the administration of the surveys and activities, a notification of
the surveys and activities and be provided an opportunity
to opt their child out, as well as an opportunity to review
the surveys. (Please note that this notice and consent/optout transfers from parents to any student who is 18 years
old or an emancipated minor under State law.

WASHINGTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR
PRESCHOOLERS AND SCHOOL—AGED STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: CHILD FIND 2007
The Utah State Board of Education Rules for Special Education and federal requirements under IDEA require
that a free, appropriate public education, including special education services, be provided for students who
are determined to have a disability in certain areas and, because of that disability, have a significant, adverse,
impact on their educational achievement.
If your student is having difficulties in school, it might be helpful to determine if your student has a disability
and, therefore, requires special education services. If your child is in school and you suspect that he/she may
have a disability, please consider the following procedure:
1. Speak with your student’s teacher and/or Principal. With them, analyze the problem and try to develop some interventions that can be tried at school and at home. You and the teacher should
keep track of how these additional supports are working.
2. Meet again with your student’s teacher to determine if the things that are being tried are working. If
they are, continue working with the teacher and your student.
3. If it is determined that the interventions are not working, you or your student’s teacher should complete a referral for evaluation for special education services. Anyone with concerns about a student (teacher or parent) can suggest that a referral for evaluation for special education be made.
In order to determine if your child has a disability that significantly interferes with his or her ability to learn,
the school district provides assessments in a variety of areas. These may include intellectual ability, academic
achievement, social abilities, speech and language development, hearing, and motor development. There is no
cost to parents for these assessment services.
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4. The Referral for Evaluation for Special Education Eligibility will be forwarded to the Special Education
teacher at the school who will review it. The Special Education teacher (often referred to as the
Resource Teacher) will ask you to sign a “Permission for Evaluation” form and will explain the
Procedural Safeguards in place regarding the special education process.
5. Once the special education staff has received permission, the evaluation process will begin. Evaluations are done by professionals qualified to administer and interpret tests and complete other
aspects of the necessary evaluations. It is important to note that no single instrument is used to
make a disability determination.
6. Upon completion of the evaluation, the results will be shared with you and you will be asked to participate in making the decision regarding your student’s Eligibility for Special Education Services
under the regulations approved by the Utah State Board of Education. If the student requires special education services, you will also be asked to participate in the development of an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) that will describe a series of goals, and services necessary for the student
to achieve the goals and benefit from educational services.
The Washington County School District also offers Special Education services to preschool-aged students with
disabilities (ages 3 to 5). Often, referrals for testing preschoolers come directly from parents or physicians.
Referrals for preschool-aged students can be directed to Mrs. Kristy Andrews, Early Childhood Special Education Coordinator, 652-4709.
If you have questions regarding this process, please contact your school Principal. You may also call Dr. Debra
Griffin, Director of Special Education at the school district office, 673-3553.
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